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Television - Terrible or Terrific?
Arguments can be made for both cases.  But, as with most things, television is neither all good, nor
all bad.

THE GOOD
• As an educational tool, television has had, and continues to have an impact on millions of chil-

dren.  Programs like National Geographic, and Discovery Channel, have taught children to re-
spect the environment and all God’s wonderful creatures.

• As an informational tool, television is a “window to the world” for all viewers – children and adults.
Without leaving home, we are whisked around the world to royal weddings, space walks, volca-
nic eruptions, evangelistic meetings and presidential elections.  We are never more than a click
away from a command performance or a record breaking achievement.

• Television is one way to promote family togetherness.  Watching a quality program together and
discussing it afterwards can be a very enlightening and entertaining way for a family to spend a
part of an evening.

THE BAD
• Television viewing is a completely passive activity (unless you are an overzealous sports fan

watching an exciting game).  It does not require interaction.  It does not require movement espe-
cially since the invention of the remote control.

• Television viewing gives children an unrealistic view of the world.  Because children have a very
difficult time separating fact from fiction, they tend to believe most of what they see on television.
And that can be a real problem when their television heroes and role models possess less than
desirable traits.

• Television viewing replaces more important skill-building activities, especially for younger chil-
dren.  If a child is able to concentrate on a television program for thirty minutes at a stretch, he is
also able to concentrate on more productive activities like building with blocks, playing word
games, coloring, cutting, and pasting, repeating rhymes and stories so much more.

• Experts believe that viewing violent television programs may make children more aggressive.
They are concerned that children will become more desensitized to the violence on television,
and thus less sensitive and more accepting of violence in real life.

• Excessive television viewing robs children of the time for other activities like playing with friends
and siblings, completing homework assignments and reading, and exercising their way to physi-
cal fitness.

Television is a fact of life today.  It is the responsibility of the parent to help children make good
choices about the programs they watch and to limit the amount of time they watch television while
promoting other worthwhile activities.  
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PROPER TEACHER ATTITUDES
Most students will readily open up in counseling if we use the
right approach.  Such an approach breaks down the walls of
mistrust, but not respect.

But how can we approach our students in a right way?  We
must first deal with our own attitudes because what we feed our
own minds about the situation will come through to flavor the
counsel room.  If we think, “Here’s a spoiled child who needs to
be brought down several notches,” that will affect our attitudes–
and the child will sense it, too.  Perhaps the child is spoiled and
really should be brought down some notches.  But it is also true
that he is a child worthy of our love, even more so than we de-
serve Christ’s love.  He is a child who is easily molded, and
what he finds in us will influence his character.

One basic attitude we need to check ourselves on is, ‘What do
we see as the reason for this child’s misbehavior?’  Often, deep
down inside, we feel, “He acts this way because he doesn’t like
me; he wants to make life miserable for me.”  But that is rarely
true, and we cannot expect to feed our minds with that and come
out with proper attitudes.  Children misbehave for many rea-
sons, but basically because they are human (as we are).  They misbehave for attention, for some-
thing to do, for acceptance among their peers, and for other human reasons.  Adults may carry
personal grudges and act because of them, but children rarely do.  As we approach the counsel
scene when problems have arisen, we must sort all of our
feelings and be sure they pass the Christ-conformed test.
The child will then sense these attitudes and unconsciously
think, “He really loves me.”  Once this is established, teacher
and child are no more enemies, but fellow workers: the child
is trying to overcome his problem, and the teacher is trying
to help him.

Life is rarely this rosy with troublemakers, though, and at
times children must first be convinced that what they have
done is wrong.  Again, the counsel session is an excellent
time to help this individual understand the “why” of certain
rules.

“Those who deserve love the least need it the most.”
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AVOIDING CLAIMS OF
NEGLIGENCE

Claims themselves cannot be completely avoided, but successful claims can be greatly reduced.
Below are some suggestions for principals and teachers.

1. Adopt a philosophy of paying attention to situations which could cause injury to students.
Remember that the test often applied in a negligence case is whether the injury which oc-
curred was foreseeable.

2. Adopt and constantly publicize system, school, departmental, and classroom rules.  Do this
to and for students.  Do this to and for staff.

3. Document what was said when safety instructions are given, when it was said, to whom it was
said, and what was done to assure understanding and compliance.

4. Conduct planned inspections both inside and outside buildings.  In these days of “energy
audits,” the same attention should be given to “safety audits.”

5. Post understandable warning signs in potentially dangerous locations.  Use signs appropri-
ate for the age, training, and maturity of the people affected.

6. If the activity appears to involve inherent risk of injury, try to reduce that risk or consider an
alternate activity.

7. Be certain that students can perform what is required in order to prevent injuries.  Special
care must be given to people with mental or physical limitations.

8. Take extra precautions for away-from-campus activities.  Ability to control such activities is
very often much less than with in-school activities.  The greater the risk of injury inherent in the
activity (e.g., going to the beach), the greater are the plans required.  Relate quantity of super-
vision to the age and training of the participants.  While permission slips do not automatically
relieve educators of legal liability, they do provide evidence of the quality of planning and of
knowledge and consent by parents which may be valuable in defending against claims should
injury occur.  Also, find out whether volunteer drivers are covered by the system’s insurance
policy.

9. Secure liability insurance.  Either be certain that the system provides such protection or pur-
chase coverage for yourself.  State professional education groups offer insurance at rela-
tively inexpensive group rates and it is offered as an automatic benefit to NASSP member-
ship.  Be certain to read the fine print of all policies to be sure of the nature and amounts of
coverage.

SUMMARY

Liability for personal injuries can be faced by all educators, from board members, to teachers, to
custodians.  In our litigious society every school person can best avoid a successful tort suit by
behaving as any “reasonable person” would.
Negligence, or accidental injury, is the most common tort in the school setting.  The law has created
numerous barriers which make it difficult for a plaintiff to establish a negligence claim.  Generally
speaking, avoiding injuries by “being on the lookout” for dangerous situations and taking appropri-
ate precautions ahead of time is the best defense against such claims, as well as protecting the
students in your charge.
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